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OR, THR

PHILOSOPHERS-STONE

Lately expos’d to publick Sight and Sale.
BEING
e true and exalt Acconnt of the Manner
HOW

WENCESLAUS SEILERUS

The late Famous ProjeCion-maker, at the Emperours Conurt,
atVienna, came by,and madc away with avery great Quan-
tity of Pouder of Projection, by profeing with it before the
Bmperor, and agreas many VVitnefles, felling it,&'c. for (ome
years past.

Publifbed at the quue./l,umd for the Satisfaition of (everal Cu
’ rions, efpecially of Mr.Boyl, &e.

BY
Fohn Foachim Becher, One of the Council of the Emperor,
and a Commiffioner for.the Ex4MEN of this Affair.

Minuq. Felix,

- Ouidigitur ingrati fumms ? Cur invidemus : i veritas divinitatis (que

per ea que ﬁ;fnt Jat intelligi pireit, Rom. 1.20.) nostrs temporss
&tate matnr4it, :

LONDo N, Trinted by The. Dawk:, His Majefties Britifh
Printer, living in Black-fryers. Sold alfo by La, Cartifs,
in Geat (onrt on Ludgare hill, 1680,
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~ Advertifement,

Oaks andymale fpeets Printed and [old by Tho.Dawks, in Bluck fryevs, and by
B La.Curtifs sn Goat Court on Ludgate-hill, where may alwayes be had ,
1.Godfreys Murder made vifible,and the Papits Cruelty thercin.s.4 Chronoa
logy of Popery, feewing When,and ¥’ho brought in their sdie, foolifp Foperys, 3.The
only Hiftorical Plot Cards, with a Baok sillufiratizg the PLOT,by greatly fatufying
the Proteftant Reader. 4. The Beggars Petition o H.8., fhewing Reafons enongh
why e threw Popery off,and we woe now befocld intose. 5. The 3 Prime Difesve-
xers, their Piflures, with Verfes fhewing their Reafons why they difcovered ths
Hellys Popifp Plot. 6. Romes Hunting-Match for 3 Kirgdoms. 7. England’s
Galamity forefhewn, from the growth of Popery, sn Gemanys Mifery. 8.0 Seafon-
able Cantion to Ap-Statizing Proteftants; or Gods eminent Fudgment upon Prote
Rants that enrn’d Papifts to fave their Lives,but perifded. = 8 The Refurre@ion
proved in a Relation of what bapned to Mrs Ann Atherton, who lay 7 dayes in 2
Trance,declared in an aftonifBing Speech when (b camse to Life.

9.4 great Truth, TheJeluit a down-right Compleat Atheift,preved fuch,and
condemn’d for [uch, by the Famous Faculty of Sotbonne, well kncwn to be the
beft Divines of all the Catholick Party, and by the French Bithops, & Pope Ales
sander 7.Shewing how they make a Mock at Sin, deny God,and overcbrow all Rels.

gion. Their Defign being to Debanuch Mankind, mherein ¢bey, as a {udgmem from
God upon ws,have fucceeded presty well,but [peedy Fudgment attends iesPromorers.

x0_Famous Mafter Rich's Abfence fupplyd by a KEY ¢ bis Short-hand
T ABL B, entstuled The PENS Dexterity,, dlomwed and Approved by both
Univerfiries.  Fully difeoversng the whole Are to tbe Meaneft Capacsty, sn thas
Methad he Taugbe his Scholars,with the ref:rved Rules in their proper Places, by
T. Dawks, aquandam Scholarof his; the like never publickly difiovered bes
Jore s all Books and fBeees relating to this Hand has been Abufes to the Publick &
the Buyers of them much decesv'd, for theTable alone w.is ne’er defign’d by Mr.Rich
2o eeach the whole A R T,but to bring S:holars to bim: And for the Triith of what
Ifay, as wall in relation to this Koy ,as to other (purious Books, Irefer my felf to
M, Rich's Scholars, as fitreft Fudges,knowing not wheve elfe to apppeal. ~ Alfo, I
have added fince it came to my hand,befide the Key to diftinguifh thy ffom alk falfe
Tubies, DireBions concerning the place of Vowels, which be gave me in writing a-
moNg the private Rules 5 twberefore, all old Tables without the Key are falfe ones,
beware of them. Thefe true or=s are fold by T.Baflet,at the George &y S. Dunftans
Church sn Fleetftreet « by Fr.Smith a¢ theElephant by the Exchangs in Cornbil,

11. Alfo Dr.Salmons New Landon Difbenfstory,and bis Soul of Aftrology, are
always to be had ae the places abovefaad. As for bu Synopfis cr Praxis Medicinz,
the oaft labour it hath taken up,ss the Cauf® of its not coming forth 5 expeét ir {pe-
dily, the Compleatnefl of the i¥ork make i¢ exceed in thicknefi bs Difpenfatory,
befides the 21 Places. :

o
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“There 55 in the Preft A packet of P’opifh Delufians,Falfe Miracles and Lying
Wonders: Together with many grand Diviions among Papifts, notwithftand
sng cheir feeming Unity,

The TRANSLATOR
To the READER.

Here s no ingenions man that i not un-

A acquainted with the Curiofities to be
met with inthe World who bath not
either feen fom Tranfmutation of Metals,or
at leaft beard fo many witnefs that they have
feen it; as to be perfvaded that there is
fuch Thing as the Phile{ophers-Stone, or
Powder of Proje&ion. Only there be fome
great men (as his H ighnefs Prince Rupert,
who hatbh feen the Projeifion ar Frankfort,
in Germany ) who feem to queftion whether
Juch Pouder or Tin&ure is prepared with
Profit. But this Doubt is hereby now fully
cleared and refolv’d, from the great quantity
of this TinQure left buricd by the e Abbot
Founder of the Church it was found in: ("as
this Relation informs you) for it is not
credible that the Abbot was Mafter, before
A '

3 he

RN AR S Tt




| The Preface

he bad done the Work | of [uch an z'mmenfe-

T reafure,as be must needs have bad to draw [o
muco Tin&urefrom : which could not be ex-
tralfed (if the Preparation thereof is with-
out profit,) from a leffer quantity of Gold
than it gives or yield again inthe Projedi-
- on : [0 that the [ame quantity of Grold as it
yields againmnft bave bin [poiled to make it;
which it is not credible an Abbot of Ger-
many was Maiter of,as is [aid. And for the
Truth of this Relation,befides that,it is at-
tefted by many men of great Quality, good
parts, Probity, and Modefty, by the Eupe-
ror bimfelfs by Cownt Walleftein who was
Refrdent bere ayear ago; and by Dr. Becher
at prefent in this City. It is fo publickly
known through all parts of Germany, chiefly
about Vienna where this was tranfalled |
that to doubt, or deiny it, were as abfurd, ss
if oue denyed that the West-Indies have bin
fouizd ont of lare years,or that there be [hips
at Sea, becanfe be hath [een ucither.

But

To the Reader.

But among the many reniarkable Paffages
in this Relation, one thing is moft worthy of
Obfervation,viz.the Honefly of F.Fra Prey-
haulen,who deferves to be chronicled for bis
Faithfulnefs &~ Truth to F.NW enceflaus the
Finder of this Pouder : for be wanted neither
frequent Opportunities nor [pecions Preten-
ces to effect what fomPrinces conld not forbear
to attempt(i. to rob W enceflaus of bis Pow-
der ) tho without a certainty of Succefs, &~

tho he was bimfelf [ure of § uccefs,for be was

thrice, for agood while each time, - entrufted

 with the Box.&>» might find Excufes enongh

for it ; yet be not only did not fuccomb to the
Temptationof getting All as they did;bur did
not fo much as deny, purloin, orwithbold the
Jeast part of the Pouder from F. W enceflaus,
even when (feeing how be [quandredit away)
be bad 4 goodpretence vo keep back fome for
bisufe : and might juiily have claimed and
refervd fome for bis own ufe alfo,not only for

bis Services, but for the great Dangers be

bad




| The Preface
had expofed himfelf to for bis (ake ths

heeping True tothe End even againft bis own

Right & fo greas a Temptation. A faithful
man who can find ?Pro.20.6. But bere fuch
onc is found, and that among the Fryers!

Wheuce I am glad 0 Obferve, That all the

Fryers are not quite [0 black as fome make

them ; andto [ee that among them, as well as
among other Seéls fome good men are to be
found who make (onfcience of an Qath, and
keep it tho to.thesr lofs.T hanks be to F Fran-
cis's HoneSty for fo much as we know of this
wholeLoncern.l am fure that if be bad what
hisHonefty deferv's,what the Emperor bath
done for Wencefllaus had bin befrowed-upon
bim; and thatW encellaus himfelf,whilst in
the Dungeon, would have faid with all bis
beart, that if be would do for him what he
hath done be would deferve whar be hath not
bad I mean the whole Ponder : Bus Honefty

meets [eldom with what it deferves.

"Errata.Par. L16.for After, . As for p. 29./.22.rJmprudent.
Magnalia

1
M, dgnd-lia!- J\szm

OR, THE

TRUTH

The Philofophers-ST O NE

ASSERTED:
Being expofed to Publick Sight and Sale in our Daies.

19035 Blace wheve Wesceflaws Seilerss
(who is the main Subjec of this fol-

lowing Difcourfe) was born,I am not
certain whether it was at Vrenna, yea
or no ; ButfureI am He wasof the
«t4ftrian Country : and his brother
did wait upon the Count of Weiffer-
wolf, the younger. After, Setlerms
g himfelf, when he was aboutthe 20th
year of his Age, he was caft into a Monaftery of the 4-
guftine Fryers at Bruna in Moravsa : Where, after his year
of I'robation , he took the Habit upon him, and was ad-
mitted into the Number of Fryers, though it were againft
his Will, as he afterwards confeled, and asthe Event
did make appear : For having once made Profeffion of the
Order, he did continually firive and ftudy how he might
free himfelf from the Monaftery, and feeing that could

siot be done without Money, and Money, in his Circum-
B ftances,




[=]
flances, could not law’ully be obtained: He began' to
ftudy an indire@ way for the obtaining thereof, for his
fellow Fryers having often muttered to him of fome great
Treafure hid in their Monaftery, he had agreat defire to
find it out.
And in order thereunto, he did not fcruple to learn

the Magick Art, if any one had been ready to inform.

him therein:  wherein Fortune feemed to favour his de-
fires, for there was an'old Woman, a Cow-keepers wife,.
living before the Gate of the Town, and Fortrefs, who
was skilful therein, and he came to be acquainted with
her upon this Occafion.

The yonger Monks and Students, as they were cal-

led, are allowed fome fet daies,every week, to walk out of

the Gates of the City ,to enjoy the open Air and to refreth
their minds, fuppofed to be wearied with ftudy; In thefe

Relaxations one Company difperfed it felf here, another-

there, as they think fit for their Divertifment. But Fryer
Wenceflaws (forfo Ifhall hereafter call him) made ufe of
this' Occafion, alwayes to vifit the faid old woman, and
upon the pretence of drinking New milk, to interogate
her concerning her Art.  And in a fhort time he got fo
much into her Favour as to obtain from her a {fmall Wax-

ball marked with certain Figures or-Characters,which was

of that Virtue, That, if it was laid upon the Ground, it

would prefently run to the place where any Treafure was:

hid: (This Ball T afterwards faw often in his Cuftody,
and handled it with my hands.)

It happened afterwards, That, as-the Cuftom is for
the old Fathers when they grow weak to have fome young

Fryers toaffift them; fo, kryer Wen.efla-s was afligned to-

attend ‘an ancient Father, who was a Cabalift, and a lover
of Magick, in which ftudics, atany Vacancies,he fpent his
time. He oftentold Fryer Wenceflans, That there wasa

Vaft Treafure hid in the Church of their Monaftery ; to-
' whom:

{3]

whom Wene: [lausreplyed. That he had got a Ball which,
he was affured, hanr the Virtue to difcover hidden Trea-
fures : And, thereupon he fhewed him the Ball, and the
Chara&ers imprefled thereon, which the old Father did
ferioufly confider, and much valued them, .

A while after, as they two were walking alone in the
‘Church, afore day, after Mattens, they Tryed the Ball,by
laying it down in feveral I’laces, but found no effe@t; At
laft, placing it near a certain Pillar old and ruinous, it be-
gan to fhew its Efficacy and Virtue by its-often running
thereto : This they Interpreted for a certain Indication,
That the Treafure was there hid ; but how to come at it
was the Queftion. They had neither Leave, Means nor
Opportunity to break down this flony ftructure, ncither
did they certainly know at what height or deph thereof
the Treafurc was laid in it. So that upon thefe Difcou-
ragements they were forced to let italone.

But it happened afterwards, That, a great Tgmpeft
arifing, The whole Church, and efpecially this decayed
Pillar, was fofhakenand fpoiled, that to ‘prevent its fal-
ling down. the Abbot was neceffitated toorder it to be
demolithed. And in regard the old Father, whom Fryer
Werc:flaus attended, had skill in Architecture, and by rea-

fon of his Infirmities could not e otherwife ferviceable to
the Monaflery, he was therefore appointeed to overfee

the Mafons ; which Office he and his Affiftant Fryer wen-
ceflaus did willingly undertake, and were very fc?lllous in
theit Attendance, and difcharge thereof. When the Pillar
was almotft all pulled own, They found'therein a Copper-
box, of a reafonablebignefs, which the old Father pre-
fently fnatch’d up and carryed it into his Cloyfter, and

immediately operedit : Where, at the Top, he found a
‘piece of Parchment, on which there was fome Infcription

and Writing : I once had a Copy of it,but I loft it amongft

amy other Letters;  But this I remember, It contained the

B 2 nun -




(4]

number of the years wherein the Church was buj’ :
the Name of the Abbot the Founder thereof V:’]:'O ﬁgg _

been an Envoye at Ratisbone 3 1do alfo remember , That

amongft other Writings, there was this Motto;, AMICE,

TIBI SOLI, which I Englith thus, Frind | 1o thy [elf

alone. Under this Parchment there were other Letters lajd
,.

markcd.with Chara&ers,which contained Dire@ions how
to multiply the Powder, asthe Infcription fhewed: and
:lmdcr them there were four Boxes full of a red Pow-

er.. : '
When the Boxes were opened, Fryer Wencofliys
was quite out of Heare, having loft his preconceived hope

of fome great Treafure therein: for he verily believed

that, if there were notold ieccs of Gold . yet fome Dia-

monds; or.other precious flones muft have been lodged:
there. And finding no fuch thing,but fourBoxes of darffﬂa

colored 1owder, he was fo impatient at the Difappoi
- , n .'
ment, gthat, if he had been the. fole Manager of t}fcl-) Butti-

nefs, he had thrown away Boxes, "owder and all: For -
at that time he was fo little acquainted with Chymiftry,
that fo much as the Name was not known to him, " and he -

had flciarce l}llea;g of the word Tnture,

_ Burt theold Father was not fo Tranfported, but g
him, That Eerhaps fome Medicinal Virtui was contaiTn;)elfl—f
in the Powder, and that the Chara&ers in the annexed
- Papers might poflibly difcover its Ufe, and therefore he-
was refolved to ftudy fome Books, to find out what thofe -
Characters meant: Inthe mean time he would carefully-
keep the Box. _ 4

Not long after, The old Father fent Fryer ence-.

Slaus int> the Kitchin of the Monaftery, to fee if he could

find an. old Peuter difh or Plate, which was no longer-
fit for ufe, and if he could, to bring it to him; whick he
accordingly did,. who thereupoa caufed a Coal.fire to
be made, and.puta Crucible into. Fryer Wenceflus hand,

te

’ [5]

to place therein ; This was the firft Chymical Operation
that ever Frycr Wenceflars performed in all his Life, and
for which he was fo unfit,that he plac’d the Crucible up-

" fidedown, fo that the old Father himfelt was forced to -

fet it in itsright Poflure. They put the Pewter Plate
broken and folded together into the Crucible, which be-
ing prefently melted, the Father took out fome of the
Pouder (fomuch aswould lay upon the pointof aKnife)
which was in one of the four Boxes, and wrapping itina

* little wax, he caft it into the Crucible upon the Pewter;

and commanded his Afliftant Fryer Wenceflaus to blow up
the Fire, adding thefe Words, Now I fnall [ee whether T
have w:ll decyph red - the Characers, and- whether I-have

found out the ufe of this Pouder. _ :
As foon as' ever the Powder was caft in, the Pew-

ter ftood ftill, came to a fuddain Congelation. Then the -

Fire was fuffered to go out, and the Crucible to wax
cold, whichbeing broken, there was found a ponderous
mafs of Metals, very yellow and variegated with red lines:
Upon which the Father made- Fryer #Wmceflaus to go out
into the Town, upon pretence of getring a Book to be
bound, and withed himto go to fome Gold-fmith, and
fhew him this Mafs'of Metal, alleadging- to him, That
he had fome ancient Roman -Coins of Gold, which he
had melted down,. but for want - of a fufficient Fire and
other Defe&s, he had not done it exatly; and therefore
he defired the Gold-fmith to melt it over again;: and caft
itinan Ingot; The Gold-finicthgratified him therein,and
Fryer we:ceflaws,at-the Command of the Father took offa
fmall piece, which he Preferved,and then asked the Gold-
fmith, What the reft was worth? Who,after he had weigh-
ed and tryed on the Touchftone, .did value it -at Twenty"
Ducats -(which are worth two Crowus<a piece) at-whiclr .
Rate Fryer Wenc.{luss fold it to: him, and recciving the
Money, returned joyfully home. . Theold Father did on-
Fos. Iy..




[6]
ly defire the remaining Portion of the Gold. which he
had referved, but fuffered Fryer Wesceflav< to injoy the
Ducats, yet with this Advice, That he fhould difcover
it to none in the Monaftery.

But Fryer werceflax:, though he had not been Ma-

fler of fo much Money a long time, was not fatisfied
therewith, but entertained various thoughtsin his mind,
whether he fhould by Flight free himfelf from that Bon-
dage and Slavery he was in, whileft he had the Advan-
tage of fo much Cath?  Or clfe. whether he fhould ftay
{o long there, till either by Flattery or Craft, he had got

the Copper Boxes from the old Father. To the firft of

thefe Cogitations he was edg’d on, by the eagernefs of
that Defire he had to leave the Monaflery : But then,
the great Heap of Gold which he might make with the
Powder, as he well conjetured, if he could get it into
his hands, did fomewhar abate his Fervor, an§ perfwade
himroftay. For, though he was yet altogether ignorant

of Chymiflry, yet the precedent Tryals had given him
fo much Light,That he was fully Ferfwaded,Thc Box con-
)

tained and was worth a vaft Treafure; and,though at that
time, the Rarenefs of the Powder, and the multiplicati-
on of it had very fmall Influence upon his Thoughts :
yet, becaufe he had a fhare in finding of it out, by means
of his Ball, he therefore thought that halfof it at leaft
did belong to him. ' :
But there was another thing which more perplex-

cd his mind, and that was the Fear, That the old Father,
either out of a Principle of Devotion, or of Vain-Glory,
thould diicover the whole ftory of the Bufinefs to-the
Abbot, and by that means fhould make away all the
Pouder : and he was ratherinclined to thefe Cogitations,
becaufe he had obferved , Thar the Father, who before
had been more remifs in hiding the Box, now of late was
fo folicitous to preferve it, that he keptit continual]yl in
his

[7]

his Desk, and fcarce ever ftirred from it, except when he
was to go to Church with Fryer wewceflaus.

Being moved with thefe Confiderations, he was in-
duced to demand boldly fome Quantity of this Powder of
the old man? The Anfwer he received, was, That he
was yet too young to know how to difpofe of, and to
keep well this Powder: befides, he wanted no Money
whilft he was'in the Monaftery ; and,if he fhould procure
afumin by means of this Powder, in his prefent Condition,
it would be very prejudicial both to his Soul and body,
and he might become thereby of all men moft miferable:
Moreover (proceeds the kather) This Powder may have
many other Virtues and Operations which are yet un-
known both to you and me, and therefore I will farther
ftudy the Writings annexed to it , and hereafter I will be
mindful of you, but at_prefent I will not part with any of
the Powder, only you fhall have every week two Crowns
allowed for your Divertifements: “thus the Father;
But this fair {tory founded not well in the Fryers ears,who
had a private Defign (unknown to the oldFather) to leave
the Monaftery

In the Interim it happen'd, That as they two were
returning from Mattens, carly in the Morning, the old
Father complain’d of a Cold he had got,& a great Rheuim:
in his head, and defired tryer Werceflaus to go to the Cel-
lar and fetch him a Cup of sack, he did fo, and upon his
Return he found the Father taken with a Fit of anApople-
xy, and Speechlefs: whereupon, the firft thing he did
was to find out the Key of his Desk, and taking from
thence the Copper Box, he carryed it to his own Cell,
and hid it there.  This being done, he rang the Bell inthe
Fathers Cell to call up the Mounks, who came flying with
all Diligence to bring him fome Remedies, but they were
all too late the Father being quite dead:  Hereupon his
Desk was prefently fealed up, “and folemn Ceremonyes ac-

cording




iy
cording to the occafion werc performed over his dead Bo-
dy. But who more inwardly joyful than Fryer wenceflans,
from whom Death had removed his Rival, and made him
1o be Mafter of all the whole Treafure.,

Hereupon he began to deliberate with himfelf how
he might make his Efcape out of the Monaftery with meft
Safety and leaft Sufpicion. But herein many Difficuties
didaccrew: He was grown a little deboift and prodigal
by the ‘Opportunity of the 20 Ducats abovementioned,
which he had to fpend ; and by that means he had incur-

red the Emulation of his Fellow Fryers, who did urge the

Pryor and Superiour, That, the old Father being now
dead, and o Fryer Wenceflans difcharged from his Atten-
dance on him, he fhould for the Future be bound to a ftri-
&er Diicipline, bath ia reference to his Studies, as alfo to
his frequenting the Church. Moreover his Ducats were
all fpent,and no opportunity offerd to make anotherTryal,
or if he had, he could not have fold the Produét ofit.

In this Anxiety he refolved to open his mind to another
Monk, a Comrade of his, one Fryer Francis Preyhaufen ,
That {o they might murtually confult together what was
beft to be done : for you muft know this Fryer was inti-
mate with Fryer Wencefluns , as having entred into the
Colledge at the fame time; and, being alfo a young man,
was weary of a Monattical life, as well as he.

Whileft thefe things were in Confult, there hap-
pencd a Solemn Difputation in the School of-the Monafte-
ry ; Where among other Thefes , Yryer Framcs, under
a Moderator, was obliged to maintain, That Mettals can
not betranfmuted: And it chan:ed to be the turn of
Fryer Wenccflarsto be the then Opponent: But, as he
had made no great Proficiency in his Studies, fo Fryer
Francis eafily bafled him,and expofed him ro the laughter
of the Auditory ; fo that in a great Paflion he broke out
into thefe Words, #r'hy do you langh? I can praifically de-

' manfirate

[9]

nronfirate the thing 1o be true 2 To whom the Moderator
‘with.great Indignation,an{wer’d; Hold thy peace ,thow Af,wilt
thow acfo be an Aichymift? I fhill fooner bz able to turn thee into an
Ox,than thou to tran[mute the Meials. Herewith Fryer Wence-
flans’s mouth was ftop’d. :

‘When the Difputation was over, Fryer Wenceflass vook
occafion to confer with Fryer Francis; when they two were
alone together in the Garden belonging to the Monaftery,
Fr. Francis thus accofted him, You bave 1his day publickly af-
firmed in the Difpatation, That you were able to tranfmute
Metals ; "Twas anadvifedly [poken of you, whesher it be true or
falfe 5 ifitbe true, and is come s0 the Abbor’s ear, you will not
enjoy your Liberty very long : Befides, there is & great muttering
in the Monastery , Thas the old Father and your (elf, found a
Treafure in the Church, and, That the Mafons [a & Copper box,
and that a Monk of the Auguftine order [old fome Gold to a
Gold[mith, andthat you did take from the Kirchin a Pewter plas;

- Moreover,the (uddain Death of the old Father is not without fome

Sufpicions and #lsho you may alledg, That the money was [ent you
by your Friends, and.it were true, that they did fend ‘you fome,
yet it being probable that fome came another way., for which and
other refleitions,you wonld never fcape Scot-free out of the Mona-
Stery, iwas well the Moderator took yus for a Buffle-head.  But, if
what you have affirmed be falfe, you do ill again this way, by of-
ferting that which you are not able to d:monftrate, 1 do therc-
forecarneftly defirc you to declare unto me, as 10 yowr intimate
Friend, the whole truth of this Matter, |
‘Whereupon Fr. Wenceflans fell down at his Feet, humbly

.befeeching him to fwear not to difcover what he fhould

reveal to him, butto afford him his help and affiftance,
and then he would difclofe that to him, which,upon their

 ftealing away from the Monaftery, would procure great

wealth to them both,and advance them to high Dignities;
and that they would cqualy fhare the Happinefs between
them, and run alike hazard in all things. In a word the

C Bar-
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Bargain was foon made, and they without lofs of time;.

went into F. Prancis’s Cell, where they took their murtual
Oaths one to another. And then F. Wenceflans declared

the whole Intregue and the procedure thereofto F, Fraz--

c#r, withal defiring him upon-the firft occafion to go into
the City to buy there a gound of Lead, which being
brought to him,he chang’

thod the old Father had obferved before : The tranfmuted
Gold was carryed back by F.Francis into the City,and there
fold to a Jew, for an 100 Ducats, though it were worth

more, his pretence was as the former, that it-was melted :

down out of ancient Coin and Meddals. Havirig receiv'd

this Money , and thus made a ftri& League and Friend-+

thip withF. Franes, and the Arc being now found true
for the fecond time, they were more intent upon their De-
fign of Efcaping out of the Monaftery.

But that which retarded- their Refolution, was the Sea-
fon of the year, it being then Winter; and a very hard one
too, for they well underftood, that they could - not then

fafely take fo long a Journey as they were to undergo,.

if they would by their Flight elude the fearch, ( which
would be made withoutdoubt with all diligence poffible
after them) and avoid the punifhment ufually infliéted up-

on fuch an occafion. Hereupon they thought it more con- -

venient to deferr their intended flight- till the Spring fo!-
lowing, and -they were the rather induced thereunto be-

caufe they had found means to pafs- that time merrily, by -
getting now and then a Cup of Wine,and a.couple-of roat -

ed Pullets, which F.Francis (who was well verft in that
Trade) knew. well how to get, and to convey into their
Chamber. But becaufe F_s#enccflans had as great a mind
to tafte of Womens Flefh as of that of Poultry : and had
lighted on a certain Anffrizn Drab fiv for his purpofe, he

caufed therefore fome mans Apparel, witha Periwig,and

{utable Accoutrements to be made ready for her.

Having.,

itinto Gold,obferving the Me--

* the Stocks for diffemnbling her fex, the noife of fuch a
Cz2.
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Having thus difguifed her Sex, they gave her the
Name of Seignior 4naftafio, & {he came often ta the Mona-
ftery, on pretence, That fhe came from Vienna, to vifit her
‘Cofin F, wenceflans, pretending he was her Kinfman ; this
lafted a while, but the Vifits of this Seignior Araffafio
was fo frequent, that at laft, he was obferved to come
into the Monafiery fometimes, and not to go out again,
by reafonof his ftaying all night in the Cell of F. Wenze-
flaws, who did thus live for fome wecks in difhoneft Love
withhim: and, when he went either to the School or to
the Church, he alwayes carcfully carryed his Key with
him,

But a matter of that Nature could be kept clofe no lon-
ger; fome Rumour of it came to the Ear of the Abbot or
Prior,fo that one Morning as F. Wenceflaus was at Mattens
before day, The Abbot demanded of him the Key of his
Cell, which he was forc'd to deliver, (but how willingly,
any one may guefs.) The Abbot immediately, with the
Pryor, and fome other Monks went to his Cell andther
found Seignior Anaffafio naked in the Bed. '

At this fight there was a general Confternation on all -
fides, none knew what courfe to take, F.Wenceflans his
mind was more in his Chamber than in the Chappel can-

ting out his Mattens ; as for Seignior eanaffafio, the was

doubtlefs as much at a lofs;for,to run without herGloaths

cout of the bed before fuch venerable Company, was no

wayes thought convenient , and, as for the good Prelates
g )

‘they were alfo uncertain how to fleer; fome advifed to de-

clare the matter to the Magiflrate, that fo 4naffafio might
be thruft out of the houfe by the Secular Power ; others

‘feared, That if they took that courfe, they fhould dero-

gate from their Rights and Priviledges ; and , if Seignior
e+naftafiofhould chance to be whipr, and to be put into

thing
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thing would affix an indelable Character of Infamy upon:

their Monattery.

After fome Deliberation, they concluded, That prefent-
ly -naftafio fhould put on her Clothes, and, after a fevere
Reprehenfion, fhould be ejeted out of the houfe , in the
Morning before day. And, as for Fryer Wenceflans he was
called from Mattens, and fhut up in his Cell, the doors
being well bolted and barr’d on the outfide, until four
Walls wese prepared to. enclofe him, which were already
built, only fomething was defe&ive in the Door, which
was fupplyed the next.day.

Whilft this was a doing, Fr. Wenceflans found Opportu-
nity to fecure his Copper Box,and to gather together the
Pouder, and by means of a Rope to let.them both down
at a window to Fr. Francis, who ftaid there on purpofe to
receive them ; and withal he conveyed down a Letter to
him,  the Contents whereof was, To defire the faid Fryer

Francis not to forfake him in his Diftrefs, but to ufe his-

- utmoft Endeavour to contrive a way for his Deliverance,
withal minding him not to violate his Oath about the

POWDER, but to keep it fafe,for as yet,to his great Com--

fort, it was intire. .

The nextday, Fr. Wenceflaus was-kept Fafling, and in
. the evening his Back was feourg’d with many cruel lafhes; .

-and afterwards he was fhut.up clofe within four walls,and-
for a.Morith fed with nothing but bread and-water.; du-
ring which time, the Severity of the Stripes he underwent;
the Difafter.of Seignior An4ftafio,and the hazard of the lofs
of his Powder did . fo afli& bim, that he was- even rea-
dy to defpair; but this did. fomewhat relieve him, that:
He carried & ftring with him into the Dungeon, and cafting

it out at the hole,received fometimes both Letters and Vi--

¢tuals from his Comrade F. Francis : and indeed the defpe-

rate Condition of Fr.Wencenflaus did {o affe his hearr,tgat

Yie bent all his Endeavour to excogitate ways how to free
‘ : him ;.
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Him ; at laft an happy opportunity offered it felf upon
this occafion. .

Prince Charlcs of Lichtenflein was a great Favourer of:
Chymiftry,. and he had a Steward:of his houfe at Brana,
to whofe Friendfhip F. F: ancis had infinuated himfelf, and
by him fent. a Letter and fome of the forefaid- Pouder to
the Prince, in which he related the lamentable Condition
of Fr. wenceflivs,and implored his Aid for his Deliverance.

The Steward having fent the Letter,and going to Felss-
bourg the Princes fear, was fcarce arrived but that the
Prince beftovved upon- him a more profitable,office than
that which he had before, and this Meffage concerning
Fr.¥venceflays wasfo favorably recciv'd, That he ftrictly
injoyned him to return fpeedily to Brura. and to affift fr:

" Erancis to the utmotft in order to the Deliverance of Fryer-

Wenceflus,. And to that purpofe. he Committed his own
Seal to his Cuftody,to be made ufe of for. that End, if there
were occafion: _ '
Thus the Steward returning home, did prefently Con+
fult with F. Francis to deliver ¥. Wenceflans; and being de-
livered from his Prifon and Cloyfter, to hide and fhelter-
him a while in the houfe of his-Mafter the faid Princc of
Lichterfbin : untill fome convenient opportunity could’
be found for his paffage out-of the Town,and for-his con-
veyance to the Prince of Feluburge. In order whereto Fr.
Francis took -Care to provide a falfe Key, fit to-open the-
Dungeon, which he more cafily did, becaufe the Padlock
was on the outfide of the Door: and on a certain day,
when Matsens were ended, he brought his Project to its.
defired Effect, for he opened the Door, and took out Fr:
#venceflans . locking the Door again; and difguifing
him with a-Cloak, Coat; and"i eriwig which he had vre-
pared for that Purpofe, he conveyed him through a by:
gate in the Garden of the Monaflery, to Lcheffcin’s
Houfe, where he fhat him up ina Chamber, lc)ckcili the
00L;
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door,and Sealed it up in two places with the Princes own
‘Seal and a Labell appendant.

The next day when the MonafterysTorter,according to
‘his Cufiom, ‘was carrying his Bread and Water, about
-noon, to F. 7P enceflar: 1o, he was not to be found ! where-
upon a gréat Tumult was raifed in the Monaftery , and
from thence the Newsflew to the Count e Collebr at, Go-
vernour of that Precin&, who prefently commanded the
Gates to be fhut, and fearch to be made in all houfes, not
excepting Litchienftein’s houfe it felf. When they had
diligently fearched every Corner of this latter houfe, at
laft they came to the Chamber that was fealed up : Here
the Steward of the Houfe interpofed,and told them, That
that Room was the Clofet of the Prince, which he had
fealed up himfelf with his own Seal,and therefore, it could
not be opened without great danger and hazard of incur-
ring his Eigh Difpleafure. ,

Whercupon they defifted ; and F. #7erc flans remained
hid there for fome weeks,untill at length he found means,
in a difguife to efcape out of the Town in the morning ear-
ly, at the very firft opening of the Gates, and fo was con-
veyed, with other oflicers, in the Princes own Coach, to
Felishurgh. Being arrived there, he was courteoufly re-
ceived and well treated by the Prince, before whom he
made a netable demonftration of his Art. '

But the Prince foon found,that a man in hisCircumflan-
ces and of his Abilitics, could not be long concealed in his
Court, becaufe the Abbot of £7s#a having fent Spies after
him, would certainly find him out, and would alfo obrain

a Mandate from the fupream Confiftory at Zicina concern- *

’ ing him.  Whereupon (though,as fome think, the I"rinces
Intent was to gain the whole Tin¢ture from him) he ad-
vifed him to go to Romz. and therc obtain a full Difcharge
from his Monaftical life, and to fecurc himfclf from the

Abbot, which favour he profered to obtain for him by
means

)
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means of his Agent there : And to accommodate him for
his Journey,hc gave him a Bill of Exchange for 1000 Du-
cats, and withal provided an isalian, his Chamberlain, to
bear him Company on his way. .

But you muft know Fr. #7enceflans had fent away his
Comrade Fr. Francis (who privately had made an Efcape)
to Vienns with the Tin&ure enjoyning him to get him a
private Loding there, to abfcond himfelf for a while, till
he could commodioufly contrive his Journey to Rome.

Soon after the fralian Chamberlain and he began their
Journey, and when they were about halfa Daies Journey
from Zesns,the Chamberlain on a fuddain pick’d a Qla;-
rel with him, and holding a Piftol to his Breaft, threat-
ned to kill him,unlefs he would deliver him the Tinure.

F. 7"renceflass. being thus unexpededly affaulted , was
much abafhed,and calling God to Witnefs, protefted, That-
the Tincture was nor, for the prefent, in his hands, but
that he had fent it before by his Companion F. Francis to-
#ienng whom the faid Chamberlain had himfelf feen to
undertake that Journey a few daies before,

The Chamberlain was the rather induced to believe his
afleveration, -becaufe upon Search both of him and his
Portmantle , he found nothing at all of the Tinéure
therein. Hereupon, They came to Terms between them,

F.7Perceflans was rogive the Chamberlain 100 Ducats ,

and an mzefly to be for their fuddain falling out, and fo-
they agreed and bid one-another, Farewell.
The Chamberlain, being a Covetous Ialian, was glad

~ of the Moncy, and F.r7erceflaus was glad to be zid of him,

having efcaped fuch an hazard, and being now likely to
attain Vienna, Where he arrived in the Evening of the
fame day, and told his Companion F. Frascis what had..
hapned to him in every Circumitance, upon the way. He
being a fubtle san, did eafily perceive by his Relation,
what vvas the My flery of his defigned Journey to Rome |

. and
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-and that his Bill of Exchange was but a meer Collufion,
whereupon they both refolved to take another courfe for
their fatety, inorder whereto, by means of a Saxon whofe
name was Goits,a crafty fellow, and a Clerk in the Chan-
cery of Bohemis, they came acquainted with one Count
Schlick, a perfon of great fagacity, then living at Frenna, a
great Favourer of Chymiftry,but had lately received fome
affronts from the Court, he was very glad of their acquan-
tance, ahd prefentlytook F. #7enctflans into his Protelti-
on, and brought him to his Houfe, where he made fome
Tryalls, and withal gave him fome of the Tincture, that
he himfelf might make one.
But as for F. Francis, he always lodged abroad. After
fome Weeks, Count Schiick told F. #Venceflans, that he
could no longer fecure him after that rate at ?ienna, for
both the Clergy and alfo the Prince of Lichrenftein, had an
ill Eye upon Eim, for his fake ; and being already disfa-
voured at Court, he fhould runa further hazard, by con-
ccaling of him' neverthelefs he would fhew him what
courte{y he could, and if he pleafed, he would fend him to
one of his own Country-Houfes and Caftles in Bohemia,
where he might remain in greatcr fecurity, and according-
ly he prepared all things for the Journey. F. #Penceflans
did eafily perceive the intention of the Count, for before
Iie had obferved, that the Counts Footmen did obferve
him as narrowly as the Monks had done in the Monafte-
ry, and therefore perceiving what was to be done with
him, hc made his Efcape throughan Arch in the Wine
Cellar, built after the ftalian fathion, the day before he
was to go to Bohemia (a place defigned for his perpetual
Imprifonment) and retired to the lodging of his friend
¥.Francis,to whom having related what had hapn’d to him
* again, upon decliberation they both agreed toextricate
themfelves out of all thefe hazards, and to acquaint the
Emperour with the whole matter. ;
— An

[T
And to introduce them into his prefence,they knew none-
more fit thana Spanith Count called 4: Paar (whofe Ero-
thernamed recer, was Hereaz-ary Poft mafter, in the Empe-
rours Hereditary Country) he was a grear Alchymift, a
Fa&tious and Seditious man, and one much troubled with
the Gout, yet he had found means to creep into the Em-
Fcrours favour : therefore this gain unlookt for was no
efs acceptable to him, than to the othersbefore for he
had heard a great while before of F. #Penceflans ,-and had.
an extream pa(lion to be acquainted with him, and fancied
that he fhould fee ftrange things in him, as King &eroz did
of Chrift, whote fir{t, he acted the part cunningly enough, .
as you fhall prefently hear. They agreed together, that -
F¥enceflans thould abide 1ncognire at his Houfa, where he
was as much obferved as at the Houfe of Count Schrick.
Here he made another fmall Tryal, whereupon Count
Pasr went 1o the Emperour, anddifcovered to him the
whole Bufinefs.But his Imperial Majefty who(by reafon of
the great & weighty concerns-of the Empire,doth not on:
Iy not much regard ‘or value Learning, as his Father did;
except what contributes to his Recreation,. as Plays Mu1
fick and the like, butalfo had a particular averfnefs from
Alchymy, holding that for a meer Impofter, which did coft
his Royal Father and his Uncle the Arch-Duke Leapold, fo
much expence, both of Mony and Time) gave no \g;‘eat
heed to the Propofition made by Count -»ar, efpecially it
hav‘ing beenrelated to him, that this F. V¥ienceflius was a-
fug‘m’vc Monk,and had led a diffolute life ; and moreover
by Report was accufed of Magick,
The Spanifh Count P having heard this Repzriec o8
the Emperour, being a fubtil man, and eafily forefecing:
thefe Obje&tions would be made,had armed himfelf againft’t
them: upon which he thus replyed to hisI mperial Majefty; -
That he did confefs. that there was a great weight in abl the Ob--
Jeétions made by his Majcfty, yet without pre[uming being [o mean
aperfon, .10 Impofe upeis his Iinperial Majefly, it feemed 1o bim,
D that
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that thouzh the Cafe were extraordinary, yet neverthele [s the Di-
(Fates of common Reafon were to be cbeyed, which doth advife
[ometimes o confider of thing:, abftr acted from ;}Jg perfons they
concern, it being evident, that (sme men thongh ill in themfelves
yet have beenshe Anthors of Ufeful Inventions, of which Truth,
Inftances might be given near at hand , in regard his Impelrza,f
Majefly had many notable Inventions in his Archieves , wnz
ewed their Originals to bad men, yea,fome of them accufed of the
fame mifcarriages as F Wenceflaus, and fince it is true, that [o;}nc
good things are done by [ome bad men 5 it being no Lef§ truc, that
all men are Sinners | mufbwe therefore reject all sheir landable
Tnventions and all the good Works they do. A notable Example
whereof (procecded he) lyes as yer frefh bcfo;;e your Majefty,
Jofeph Burrhi was accufed of*Herefy, and being 1aken at Vi-
enna,was [ens to Rome, but after Pennance, he was pardoned up-
on the [core of his knowledge, ratber than of his perfon, and 1he
Germans his Accufers were by this medis. dccel.’vfd; of _1.17}.'16/2 1
my [elf (fays he) at that time being Burrhus his Cjommzﬂz.xgylat
Vienna, didforewarn them, but in vain. Yeur Majefly (faid ke
farcher)is a perfon, with whom God feems 1o deal aficr a pec_ulng
manner, having wonde fully delivered you fro;’gz mazy imminent
dangers, and now in thefe ncceffitous and indigent simes., crucl
Warrs being alfo in profpect your Hereditary Conniries being aljo
exhanfted, the Divine Bounty [cmis to uﬁgr yox a mean and way
Low Jou may moft pitty and [pare your Subjets : It is the D;w!s
Policyto caft [u(pition wpon all extraordinary Alfsfances, 174t fo
he may make them nfelefs; but ({ays he)iis as great a SII/} 0t 10
accept of things whea offered, as to abufe them when they are
accepred. s for my [elf (faith he) 1 have no great reafon 10
be 4 Friend to Chymiftry,having [uffered fomuch lifs by it,1s yau;
Imperial Majefty well knows , wneither did [ ever find any T ru; h
in the Art, [ave only in this Pouder of F. Wenceflaus, a{zfl the
tran(mutation made thercby.  But as inreferrence 1o that Irya/l ,
he dared pawn his Credit it would fucceeds and if his Maj efty wosld
not believe bis word, yet he might depuse fome perfons to fee a Tri-
as
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almade 5 for his part, be thought he was bound in Confeience 1o+
difcover the whole bufine(s to bus Majefly, referring it ‘wholy to
b.m, whether he weuld gracionfly accept the Propofsl and protect
the perfoin that made it, or e/fe difcird them both 5 [Hll hoping
nevertheli [s, that bis sajefly wonld not take his good Intention
inill part,nor exclude him from bhis Favorr ; wilbing for a Con--
¢lufton, Thathewoyldcanfe one Trial to be made under the In-
Jpection of fom: perfons; niprejud-ced, that [0 his Impertal Majefty
might be [atisfi:d, at leaft inthis one thing, that be bad not made
the Propafition to himn wizhout [vfficient reafon : Thus he con-
cluded his Harangue. The Emperor, as he is gratious to
all Suitors, fo hegave favourabli attention to the Counts -
difcourfe, and commended him for it ; Only ( faics he to
the Count) * Alchymy isa fubtil Impofture, and though
““ you your{elf may mean honeftly, yet perhaps you alfo
“ may be deceived thereby, otherwife | do not (udds be) at-
“ all defpife the wonderful Works of God, - but do highly
* ‘value them,and accept of his Gift with all hearty thank-
* fulnefs, and Ido well kniow how long my Father took
“ very great pains in that Art; and how highly he prized
“ that little which was fhewed him by the Baron Chaos .
*“and rewarded him for it ; befides, 1 know full well how
*“to make a diftinéion between the Art,and the life of its
* Profeffors.  Only leaft he fhould expofe himfelf, and
fhew himfelf too eafy, he gave the Count crder to make
another Tryal, and to procure the FPrefence of other skil- -
ful i erfons both of the Clergy and Laity : That fo he
might make him a more exa&t Relation of the Matrer -
withall the Circumftan e,and reccive further order of his.
Majefty cencerning it.

Count Paar being return’d home from his Aidience : -
The very fame day he fent to Father Spies and Dr. 5echer to
invite them to Dine with him the next day , adding thefe -
Words in his Meflage; That he had a BufinefS 1o communicate

-
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10 them from the Emperour.  ‘The next.day, they all accor-
dingly met.  F. #Venceflarss being prefent,where after Din-
ner Count Paar made known his Commiffion, and forth-
with cauied anounce of Sc/ilichenvald Tin, and a new Cru-
cible to be bought, which Materials being prepared and
tricd, and for tear of Inchantment, ex abendanti cantefys
fprinkled with Holy water: The Trialbegan and was
Anifhed within a quarter of an hour, one part Tinged, ten
Thoufand parts into Gold, which was fo graduate}i'by the
Tin&ure, that it was almoft Friable, and was ftriated and
diftinguifhed with red Veines interfperfed, of which, as
likewife of the Tin before it was tinged, both the Count
de Paar , and alfo Father Spies, and Dr. Recher, each of
them took a little piece for a perpetnal Memorial-of the
thing. ‘Thereft was fealed up with their three Seals, and
“the fame quantity of the Powder as this Proje&ion was
made with was enclofed with it, and the thing'was by all
three fufcribed to. '

The next day,Count Pasr went to his Imperial Majefty,
and delivered it to him, making alfo a full Relation of all
the particular Circumftances in the Trial.

Rereupon the Emperour enjoyned him to.treat Fr.
Wenceflaws kindly, and to affure him of his Favour, more-
over advifing him to refrain his ill and fcandalous life, and
to fatisfy the Clergy, that he would reaflumé the
Monatftical Habir,and for the reft he would take Care; and
till he had enquired further into the the thing, he would
Afor his Security fend him into fome private place

The Count returned home very joytul with this Com-
-miffion and the very fame Evening he caufed F. 7¥ence-
Jlans to be re-vefted with his Monks Habit by two Englith
Fathers of the suguffine Order, Father Dun:/ and Father
Voitaller: A Letter was alfo writ to his Abbot at sruna,
informing him, that he might fet his mind at reft concern-
ing him, becaufe he had laid afide his Monks habit, and

‘ cloath-
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cloathed himfelf with other Apparel, for no other Reafon,

but becaufe he would frec himfelf from the hardfhip of a
Prifon, and make a Journey to #ienna, to difcover a great
Secret, which he had, to his Imperial Majefty , which
being now done, he had again refumed his Monks
habit. o

All this was done to perfwade him, thatthey meant
Lim nothing but good, to make him call againfor all the
Tinéture from his'Comrade, and to keep him from con-
verfing any longer with thofe which before were his molt
intimate Aquaintance, as counting himfelf fufficiently fe-
cured agaiaft all Vielence, by the Emperors Protection,
and his Monks Habit: So that Count Pasr was as a Fa-
ther to him, and he, on'the other fide, as his adopted
Son. Thefe two new Friends, undertook a Voyage toge-
ther, to aCountry-houfe of the Count’s (adjoyning to a
certain Lake) which he had in Hungary, diftant about a
dayes Journey from Zienna.

Being come thither, the very fame night they two be-
ing alone in a Chamber, The Count-pluck’d out a Decree
of the Emperor’s (as he pretended) which was fealed up,
adding thefe words, 3y Son, Into what Gulf of Mifery art ~
thoh cast ? Here I have a Command inwriting fromthe Empe-
rov, to demand the Tincture of Thee, and if thou refufeft 10 4 li-

~ werit, then to my great Grief | 1 muft execnte upon Thee the

Semtence contained in this [ealea Decree,

Fryer wevceflaus defired to read the Decresy but, the
Count replyed, If it be opened, it muft be immediately execu-
sed! and, withal plucking a Piftol out of his Pocket, he
dire@ed it to his Breaft, Sighing, and breaking forth
in thefe Words, Into what miferys are we both Caft! Tet nor-
witflanding if thou wilt harken 10 my Counfel,.(from whence shon
maiff gather my Love and Fatherly Care, and free both of us
from this great Misfortune,.and make our Condition wery happy)

1wl zive it to thee. .
No-
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Nothing was more ‘grateful to Fr. P#enceflans than to

hear this Condition, and having given him his hand that
he would follow it : )

The Count began thus, *Ti certain (faid he ) That yin

ard I 4o boh [lavd in need of the Emperours Proteion | and

*is as certainy That we [hall be forc'd ta deliver the Tiniture 19

bim. My Advice then i, (whech I refer o you for your appro--
bation andconfent.) I will pretend, thar being injoys'd to make -

aflriiter Examination of this Tinging Powder, that 1have en-
phoyed it all, in order 10its multiplication, to try whether it misht
be augmented for the greater Benefic and Advantage of bis M-
jesty.  However, we may both be [beltred under the Comtinnance
of 1ne Emperors Proteclion, - and yer we may keep 1he Tincture ;
And after the time defigned for 1ts angmentation is elapfed, we
will eafily devife fome colorable Excule, toevade it 5 as, Thas
the Glajs} was broken, or [ome Error comm.tied in the Opera-

tion. Fory the Truth i5, (faid he) The Emperours Court is not-

worthy [0 greas aTreafure 5 it wiil be Proftitused there and made
common. But 10 ingage thy [elf to me in a greater -ceree of Faith-
Julnef, Thou muft not refufe to give me half the Tinéture, ana we
will take & mutual Oarh 10 be furhful one o the other, as long us
we live, and for what now hath paffed between ws, it (balt be biyi-
ed in perpetnal cblivion. The Emperor fhall never know ary
shing of ity neither [Fall he ever have any of the Tindture.

Fr. Wenceflans was fain to make-an Agreement on thofe
‘Terms which vvere dravvn up in writing, fubfcribed with

both their hands,and confirmed by their mutwalOaths;and .

fothe Tincture vvas divided betvvixtthem. The Count
made a‘Tryal by himfelf alone the next “ay, vvith fome
of his proportion thereof, to try vvhec.cr he had not:
been deceived therein: but he found it Right and good.
Having ftaid a vvhile at- his Country Houfe , he vvas-
about to return to 7enna . but he vvas taken o grievoufly
fick of afit of the Gout, that outof the intollerable Tor-
ment vvhichhe felt, he drank fome .im um Potabile, vwwhich.
Burrhy:
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Bur: by had given him heretofore ; but vvith this Caution,
That it vvas not yet perfet. Having tafted a fevvdrops
thereof, he prefently felt a moft gricvous and vehement
painin his Joynts, {o that he could hardly perform his
Journey vvith Fr. Wenceflans 1o Vienna. But the firft night
after his "coming, he vvas fo affli¢ted vvith heat, that all
his Entralls feemed to be on a Flame ; as he complain-
ed himfelf. The Day follovving his Phyfician, the Son
of Dr. Sorbat, vvhofe Name vvas Kreiffer, vvho vvas alfo
Phyfician to the Emperors Army vvas fent for, vvhocon-
fidering his prefent Condition, applyed the propereft re-
medies he could, which availed him nothing, but bad

‘Symptoms did fo grow upon him, that the third day his

‘Cafe was judged defperate. :

The Count himfelf alfo being fenfible of his Death ap-
proaching, caufed his Brother the Mafter of thé Poft-Of-
fice to the Emperor, Count Petcr de Paar, his only heir,
(for the fick Brother was a Batchelour) to be fent for a-
bout night : to whom he fpoke in thefe Words;

1t was foretold to me heyetofore inTtaly , That I [hould ob-
tain the Tincture, and, That foon after I [honld dye1The firft pars
of the Prophecy is fulfilled, and the latter is near at hand to be
accomplifhed 5 I kngw, That you hawe beflowed as much time and
Expenccin this Art asmy [elf 5 1 have nithing more valuable
10 leave you, and which, nothing can be more acceptable 10 yox,
than a Nutable Portion of Tiniture, which I have [ealcd up in

this Desk, and fball entruft it in the hand of my Confeffor, who
upon my deceafe, [ball deliver it 1o you. .

After which words, he delivered the Desk to his Con-
feffor,who was prefent and heard him fpeak them. Count
Peter not imagining his Brother was o near his End, took -
his leave of him for that Night, and rode home, becaufe
it was very late. And his Brother foon after departing
this Life, his Confeffor alfo took Coach, and went home

to the Monaftery of St. Francss, not far diftant from the
: : ' Empe-
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Emperial Poft Office at Zienna. The Death of the Decea:
fed Count being fignified to his Brother, by his Foormen
who had accompanied the Conteffor home.

The Count immediately rofe out of his Bed, being but
newly entred thereinto, and clothing himfelf, gallopped
at two of the clock in the morning,to theMonaftery of the
Francifeans, and, after he had knock d fercely at the Gate
for admittance, the drow{y Porter arofe and let him in; the
Count defired to be admitted to the Speech of the Confef
for of his-newly deceafed Brother, but it was reply’d, It
was an unfeafonable time for fuch a Vifit, in regard the
old'man was weak, and weary, and being newly returned
home, was laid down toreft.” ‘The Count was not fatisf’d
with this Anfwer, but was very earneft with the Porter to
accompany him and fome of his Atrendants to the old
Fathers Cell : he making Excufts, the Count ruthed ia
prefently himfelf, and awak’d him, demanding the Desk
which his Brother had depofited in his hands,as now right-
fully belonging unto him, _ o '

The Father was much furprized at his fuddain irruption
and demand:  which he did the more fufped, becaufe it
was raade at fuch an unféafonable time of the night: where-
upon he defir'd the Count to hold himfelf contented till the
Morning, and then he fhould have the Desk delivered un-
te him without fait, only he defired to deliver it in be.
fore the Father Guardian; and that he wou!d then give:
him higacquitrance for the Recepr: thereof. The Count,
iiot content with this Anfwer, by the help of his Attend-
ants and Servants,endeavored to get it from him by force :

Whereupon a Tumult arofe; The Watch was fe_nt for,:
the Monksavere alfo gathered together, and a Spanith Bp.
of the fame Order, the Confeflor of the Emprefs Margarer,
then ledging in the Monaftery,was alfo roufed out of his
flcep, who hearing fuch a tumultuous Noife in the Mora-
Hery, apriviledged place, was fo mach concernd therear, .

that.
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! "that he enquired into the occafion, whilft the Count was

yet prefent, and underftanding that it arofe upon the feore

-of afealed Desk : he demanded it of the Father who had it

inkeeping : which having received from him, the next
morning he carried it with him to the Emperor, and com-
plained grievoufly againft the Count, as being the occafi-

~on of that nights Uproar : In the mean time, as foon as it -

was day, the noife hercof was fpread all over the City: and
among thereft it reached the Ears of F., Wenceflans, who
prefently haftned to Gourt, and by means of the Emprefs’s
Confeflor obtaining Audience, he'related to the Emperor
the whole Story how the Count had ufed him in Hungary,
how he had extorted from him halfthe Tin&ure, how he
Wwas neceffitated, by aforced Agreement, not to difcover
any thing hereof whilft he was living, but ‘was now free
from the Obligation of his Oath by the Gounts Death,that
he was very glad that the Tincture was at length come in-
to the Hands of the right Owner his Imperial Majefty, for
whom he had long bcg)re defigned it; he did therefore
now implore nothing more of his Imperial Majefty, but
that he would afford him his Protection, againft the Vio-

- lence of Count peter Paar, his Poftmafter, and his Adhe-

rents. . \

The Emperor perceiving the wondetful Series of this
Aﬁ'air,prefently entereained F. Wemieflaus at his Court, and
committed him to the Care and Infpeion of Count Praf-
ffein, the Imperial Governor of Hat[chirr,

About this time, the Poft-mafter above-mentioned dyed

- alfo. F. Wenceflaus being thus received into the Emperours

Protection, had his Lodgings affigned him by the Imperial
Bowling-Green, where he made fome Tryals before the
Emperour and Count 4u/fin of Wallei#ein his Guardian, and
in the Fallace of the Fohannites in the Carinthian-ftreet, he
madeone of 15 Marks, as they fay, out of which Tranfmu-
tations the Count Walleflein made him 2 Gold Chain, to

, E keep
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keep in perpetual Memory of the thing.  Moreover he did -
depofite fome of his TinCture in the Court, for augmenta-
tion, and, as farr as| can judge, by the Procefs dlivered to
me, he_had a great defire to get the Mercury of Silver, how
far he proceeded in it, Ido mot certainly know, but fome.
affirm, that he made fome progrefs therein. :

~ In the mean time he both defired to be acquainted with
fome noted Chymifts and eminent Artifts, and feveral Im-
pofters and Sophifters intruded themfelves into his ac-

quaintance, fo that from thence refulted very frequent jun-

ketings, drinkings and merry meetings, and many foolifh
trifling Proceffes wrought by him; from whence ¥. wrnce-
flaus learned rather feveral cunning and fubtil Impoftures,
than any real augmentation of his Pouder: But the noife
& multitude of fo many Importunate Vifitants, being cum-
berfom at Court, Where F. Wernseflaus had his Diet, under

the fevere infpection-of Count Walleftein, he thereupon pre-
tended, that he had occafion to make fome forts of “gua

Forts and other MenStrunms , which would be dangerous

to the whele Court, and caufe fuch noyfom Fumes.

and odious Smells, that they could not fafely be pre-

pared inthat place ; thereforc a Laboratory was built for

him, in the Carinthian Fort, where the Emperors chief En-
gincer did dwell, his name was- Fifcher, a (ﬁgreat‘loverf of

Alchymy, and who fhewed himfelf very ofhcious to him,

affifting him to build ftrange and moft nonfenfical Furna-
ces which ean ever be feen; and befides being not a little

- pleafed with his good fortune of the ncighbourhood and

-acquaintance of the Owner offo rich a Tincure; but this
intimacy Jafted not long, as the event foon made appear:
for when F. Wenceflaus had fcarcely well fixed his habitati-
on, and fetled his things in order,the Engineer was forced
to leave the fplendid dwelling there affigned him by the
Emperour; and to go.to favarm in Hengary, to dwell there,
bis Wife alfo, as fome give. out; being vitiated into 'the

var-.

and
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bargain ; F.wenceflans alfo fell very fick, and he that wait-
ed upon him in his Chamber dyed fuddenly, not without
fome fufpicion of Poyfon, and he himfelf alfo lay without
any hepes of recovery. in thiscafe F. 4.C. P.C. L.de .
who before had bought fome of the Tincture of him, and
had paid him for ita thoufand Ducats, defigning to take

this opportunity of hisillnefs, and deceafe {o apparent, and
fo to get and enjoy his Tincture without money, fent'to

him one Biliot, a French Phyfician, tofteal from him, un-
der pretence of a Vifit, both the faid thoufand Ducats,and
the reft of the Tin&ture : Fortune did favour him as tothe
firft part of his Defign, but in the latter the did fail

cEfI'appoint him, for F. 7 ch:ﬂam had hid his Tin-
&ure more carefully thanhis thoufand Ducats : atlaft,the
Sick man, contrary to allmens ex{pectation began to Reco-
ver, and . Francis who was fent to Rome to obtain a Dif-
penfation for him, to abfolve him from his Vow, having
obtained the fame returned home ; whereupon prefcnt}y
F. vvenceflans laying afide his Monks Habit, took a Wife
and was married publickly to one named . gucerlee , who
had miniftred to him in his ficknefs, and had otherwife
been very affiftant to him when he wanted her; fhe wasa
very fubtil and crafty woman, yetaccounted at Viensa but
littie better than a common Harlet, and fhe wasthe worfe

thought on,becaufe her Sifter had been naught with 8.D.Z.

and by his advice and affiftance had -caufed hér Husband

to be made away,for which Fad, he the faid B. D. L. was
" Sentenced to Death: but, though afterwards pardoned by

the Emperour, yet was deprived of all his Dignities, de-
graded of his Nobility, and caft into perpetual Prifon in
the Citadel of Gratz, where he dyed Miferably ; and his
Whore, F. 7 7enceflins’s Wives Sifter, was the fame day to
be Beheaded in open Court, before the Judgement Hall,
the Scaffold and all the feft being already prepared, but
by the interceffion of the Wife of Cﬂﬂéﬂ Rodrigo, the Spagiﬂz

" 2 m-
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Embaffador fhe was fot free, yet afterward, upon the ac--
count of her Jeud life,and difhoneft Pra@ifes, fhe was kil’d.

with a Piftol-fhort,
Fr. v7enceflans being linked by Marriage into fuch a Fa-

mily, did then fancy fora time, Thatall the Elements did

confpire together to make him. happy : for why 2- he
was vifited by Perfons of the highe({) Rank, anc{

was mightily refpected by the moit eminent Ladies, Coun-
tefles and Princefles: As for me,as Spedtator of this Scene,
I conlidered him in this Fools Paradife: Whilft it put me.
in mind of Cornelins Agrippa,who, in his Book of the /ani.
8y of Sciences, under the Titleof Alchymy, fayes, That if
ever he fhouldbe Mafter of the Tindture, he would [pend it all in
nothing bxs in V¥ horing ; for women being naturally covetous,

he could thereby eafily make.them to proftitute themfelves, and to.

yield untohis Luft, . :
And it feems that not only F. ¥Penceflins was fo mighty
a Proficient and fo ftout a Souldier in the School of VE-
NUS, That he was brought very low by the French Dif-
cafe, bur alfo’ that his Wife Angerlee dyed ofit. After
whofe deceafe Fr. Venceflaus exceeded all Bounds-of ho-

neft Modefty, and dayly let loofe the Reins to all finful.
and ‘voluptuous exceffes : for from that time he had ob- -

tained the Tincure, he fpent in two or three years time

more than Ten Myriads of Crowns, in all manner of Lux- -

ury : and he forefaw- well enough, that it could not laft

and fubfift long at that rate : for the Tincture would not~

maintain him.  And to turn it into Gold, or fell it for a

fmall price would turn to no'Account. as he had alwaies
hoped it would by Augmentation, and thereby to gain an -

inexhauftible Treafure.,

Bur on the one hand, his Want and,Néccmty was fuch,

and on the other hand, the Solicitings of " thofe who.
would buy of his Powder, were {0 importunate that he
could -not refift fo great - Temptavions: And therefore

betwcen..

withal

. [1 ~
betweenboth, herefolved upon a difhoneft Shift, which.
was to fell for great Rates, Poudred Cinnabar, red Lead, and
the Caput Mortuurs of Aqua fortis boyled, and fuch other In-
gredients in flead of the true Pouder, mixing affo tHere-
with fome few Tilings of Copper, that Foolifh igriorant
People might miftake the fame for a Gold-making Pou-
der: tofome hefold it without any fuch Cozening Ad-

dition as Coppar: And if they were not able to tinge with

it, he would lay the Blame on their Impatience and Un-
skilfulnefs in making the ProjeGtion. To others, he paw-
ned fome of his Counterfeit. Tincture for a great fumm
of Money, which he pretended, he had a prefent ufe for:
but he was loath to fpend his Tincture in projeding, be-
caufe he hoped to augment it with a Thoufand-fold ad-
vantage :  And thatthey might fee the Tin@ure was ge-
nuine and true, he took fome of it and wrapt it upin
a little Wax, with which he mingled a little of his right
Tincture, which he called his Crocus, .or Pouder of Redu-
&ion, and fo tinged therewith.

By this means he got very many 1000’ of Crowns, and
over and above he got P.C. de L. and C. L. to be his Affi-
ftants and Partners in thefe Myfteries. But the Impudent
fort, among which A. C.P. and his Cofen C.B. are to be
reckoned, he gave them whole Ingots which he had caft,
confifting of cqual parts of Gold and Silver; then filing
fome of them, and diffolvin; it into common agsa for:s,
which he brought with him, he affirmed that now his
Tinture was exalted into a Menflruum, which would pre-

~ fently change Siiver into Gold :  and that as foon as ever

the price or value which was to be paid for its -purchafe.
fhould be put therero, itwould be converted into Gold:
It hath been alfo further related to me, That he grew to
that Degree of Impudence, as to tinge fome fort ot Coins
after this manner into Gold, before the Emprefs Dowager
and the: Emperour himfelf.  Yea, this fellow was {0 arro-
gant
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gant,as to caufe his own Effigies to be drawn on fpme of

thofc falfe Coins which he did attempt deceitfully to put

- off,

Yet this matter could not be kept fo fecrer,but the more
prudent began to fmell the Cheat,and to mutter fomething
about it; which was wery ill taken in the Emperouss Coarr.
For he was in fuch Credit there, that it was not fafe to im-
peach him, asbeing received into the Emperors Protecti-
on, both againft the Clergy and the Sccular Power, and
even againfl the skilful in the fame Art. For great men
are loth to acknowledge thcir Error;but think themfelves,
tho under a Miftake, to be as infallible as the Pope him-

felf. .
Thofe who were not much concern’d in the Matter, fuf-

fered itfo tH pafs, as taking little Notice of it ; but fome-

true Philofophers were very much aggriev’d, That foin.
famous an Impoftor, after fo many Vows and Protefta-
tions made by him to the contrary, and after fuch evident
Proofs of his former debauch’d Life, after fo many villa-
nous Crimes committed, and his bafe Proftitution openly
of {o noble an Art of Chymiftry, fhould yet notwith{tand-
ing that he ranted it up and down in his Coach in Mafqua-
rades, before the Emperours Court, be mamtain'd and pro-
tected by him. But others,who had been cozened by l;u'm

“of great Summs of Money,even to many thoufand Ducats,

with his adulterate Tin&ure, could not fo reft fatisried, but
brought in their Action againit him ar common Law :
where, after fome time and much Expence, they obtained
Judgment againft him, but it never was put in Execution,
though ali other means were try’d. :

Now the Emperour,unlefs he would have left his Favo-
rite #Zeaceflans to the Juri{diction and power of his Judges,

and Rigor of the Law,muft needs interpofc: tfor the Com--

plaints made againft him for his infolent and abufive pra-
&ifcs were fo many, and the Fame of them was fpread fo
far

,
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far abroad in the world, That his Imp ial Majefty thought
it more convenient to have the Noife of it altogether fup-
preft.

To be fhort, The Emperour paid all his Debts, and that
he might prevent his farther opportunity of Cofenage, he
got from him the reft of his Tinéture, and then advanc’d .
him to the moft Ancient Order of Barrony in Echemia, by
the Title of 2eres Seyler of Seylerburgh, and afterwards
made him Hereditary Mafter of the Mint of Bohemia :- and
having thus preferred him, he fent him away from his
Court to Pragse, where he now lives very gallantly ; and.
hath made Iryer Frascis the Steward of his Houfe : hay-
ing married a Sccond Wife, called #7aldes Kircheriana, a .
handfome woman, and of a Noble Family.

In the mean time, 2 Rumor was fpread all over Germany,
That the Dewil Lad carricd him away Soul and Bosy. Which
Report, though it might have fome good grounds; yet, for-
this time it was- not true: but he hath very great reafon'.
to-fear that it may prove true, atlaft, if he doth not
amend his Life : and the Event thereof we muft exped.

I have defcribed the Serjes of this-Story both to. vindi-
cate the Truth, and alfo o fatisfy fo many Curious, who-
havedefpicable thoughts of Chymiftry. IfI have mifta-
kenin any Paflfage, Yr. #Fenmicflans is yetalive, and Tear-
reflly defire him to amend and re@ify my miflakes, and :
to vindicate himfelf,by giving the World a more exaét Ac-
count thereof,that he may no longer Iye under any unjuft
Refiection.

For a Conclufion, 1keartily wifh, That if God thould .
blefs any lover of this noble Art,with fome fuch like Trea-
fure he would ufc it better than #7enc: flans hath done : for -
the Glory of God,the Benefit 2nd advantage of his Neigh-
bour and the furtherance of his o+ n cverlafting Salvation..

FINTS .




