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PREFACE.

‘Wao will not be reminded, on pernsing the title of this book;
of the exclamation— Will no one write & book on what he
understands!” Great will be the disappointment of him
who seeks here to find an account of any veritable Perpetual
Motion; or, to bé enlightened on the art of constructing any
such machiné. Neither will he even meet with any very
powerful argumenis for or agaiﬁst its possibility. Kither
way, whatever may be his views, we opine he will discover
many deficiencies, little to praise, and, as in all other human
works, much to censurd,

Can such 2 book be a desideratum? Yes; because it
supplies a niche hitherto vacant in the history of Mechanical
Science ; it opens to view a curious phase in the mental con-
stitution of a certain class of inventors; it brings into a com-
prehensive form their labours and the opinions of their

opponents, gathered from sources scattered through a vast '

variety of works—=many inaccessible to the general student;
and, lastly, it exhibits an amount of infatuation respecting
patent schemes that would otherwise have reinained long
iinknown; ot,if asserted without this evidence, could scarcely
have been eredited. If this publication tends to the attaining
of no othier résult than arresting the further opérations of this
misguided, though ingenions, class of men, it will have erected
u step in the ladder of advancement.

The writer at a very early period of life became aware of
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the immense difficulty, if not impossibility, of solving this
problem, but gave no other attention to it than attempting
to satisfy himself by accumulated evidence. For this purpose
he adopted the practice of copying every paper that came
under his notice on the subjeet. For fifteen years’the collec-
tion lay hid, and was near being doomed to destruction—
perhaps a wiser course than the present! So little, however,
seemed requisite to supply a continuity of the series, to the
present time, that what appeared to be deficient has been
supplied ; and the whole is now submitted to the public as
affording—to one portion, an amusing or, perhaps, melan-
¢holy history; to another, a serious warning against any ex-
pectancy of fame or fortune from the bestowal of attention on
the dry wells and veinless mines of Perpetual Motion ; end
to an exceeding small minority, a treasure house of pleasant
conceits and rare devices for their special delectation during
leisure hours, should their station in life and their own
mental habits equally contribute to their being—

« Clontent with Science, in the vale of peace.”

H. D.

London, January, 1861. .
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