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PREFACE.

Wno will not be reminiled, on perusing the title of this booki

of the exclamation-" Will no one {rite a book on what he

uaderstanilg !" Great will be tb,e ilisappointment of him

who seeks herc to ffnd an account of any veritable Perpetual

Motion; or, to be enlightened on the art of cbnstructing any

euch machinc. Neither will he eveD rneet with any very

poverful argumen{,s for or against its possibility. Either
ray, whateyet may be his views' we opine he will iliscover

maoy ileffciencies, little to praise, anil, as in all other human

works, much to censur6.

Can euch a book bo a ilesiileratum ? Yes; because it
eupplies a niche hitherto vacont in the history of Mechanical

Science; it opens to view a curiorir phase in the mental con'

stitutiotl of a certain class of inventors I it brings into a com-

prehensile form their labours and the opinions of their

oppotrents, $athered. from soi$c€s scattereil through a vast

tariety of *oiks-mauy inaccessible to the general stuileDt;

and, lastly, it erhibits atr amouht of infatuation respecting

patetrt schemes that rvould otrherwise hare rernaineil lon$

unknown ; o|, il assertetl without this evidence, coulil scarcely

haye been crdditeil, If this publication tends to the attaining

bf ro othir rdsult than anesting the furthe! operadons of thii
rnisguided, ihough ingelious, class of men, it will have erechd

a step in the ladtler of ailvancement.

The rriter at e very carly period of lifc bcrame asrre ot

018
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the immense difrculty, if not impossibility' of solvirtg thie

;;;.;;; ga"e no other attention to it than attempting

i. "li.r" rti-*rr 
ut accumulated evidence For this purpose

i"-"i"J"a the practice of copying every paPer that came

"J;;;;";;" on the subjecr' For flft'een veors'tne collec-

ia" tt-tii'- -t *us o"a' b"ing doomed to destruction-

n"io"ni a, *t*" course thon the presenll So little' however'

seemed requisite to supply a contmuity of the series' to- the

]."*."-, ,iti" in"t *hut'uppuut"d to be deffcient has been

i"""it"u ,' ".i to" vhole.i" now eubmitted 10 the public as

;H"";;-;-"t" po"tio"' * amusing or' perhaps' melan-

-i^i.it'"**, to another, a serioue waming againet any er-

il;;;il or fortune from t'he bestoq'al of atteniion on

+L- .1n' sclls an<l veinless mrnes of Perpetual Motion; end

," *'**"itt* "*"U 
minority' a tteasute bouse of pleosslt

;;;;;" devices for their special delectatiou.duriug

il;;-;;"' should t'heir station in life and their own

mental habite equally contribute to their being-

- ,, Conient with Scienc'e, i the Ysl€ of trt€'ce "

1I. D.

Lolldon, J&nuary, 1861'
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